
RECORDING 
BATS IN 
YOUR 
CHURCH 



 

WHY RECORD BAT ACTIVITY IN YOUR CHURCH? 

RecordingÊyourÊbatsÊcanÊhelpÊsaveÊyouÊƟme,ÊmoneyÊandÊeffortÊ
wheneverÊyouÊneedÊtoÊcarryÊoutÊworksÊorÊrepairsÊtoÊyourÊchurch. 

TheÊmoreÊyouÊknowÊaboutÊtheÊbatsÊinÊyourÊchurch,ÊtheÊeasierÊitÊwillÊ
beÊtoÊplanÊandÊarrangeÊworks,Êrepairs,ÊacƟviƟesÊandÊbatÊmiƟgaƟon.Ê 

IfÊyourÊworksÊdoÊrequireÊaÊprofessionalÊecologist,ÊhavingÊgoodÊbatÊ
recordsÊwillÊhelpÊthemÊplanÊtheirÊsurveysÊandÊmayÊsaveÊyouÊƟmeÊandÊ
moneyÊinÊrepeatÊsurveysÊandÊecologists’Êfees. 

ManyÊpeopleÊareÊalsoÊfascinatedÊbyÊbats,ÊsoÊknowingÊmoreÊaboutÊ
yourÊbatsÊcanÊbeÊaÊgreatÊwayÊtoÊgetÊpeopleÊmoreÊinterestedÊinÊyourÊ
churchÊbuilding.Ê 

HOW TO START 

AnyoneÊcanÊstartÊrecordingÊbatÊacƟvityÊusingÊtheÊmethodsÊinÊthisÊ
booklet.ÊYouÊdon’tÊneedÊanyÊspecificÊskillsÊorÊtrainingÊtoÊgetÊstarted. 

IfÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊexpertÊadvice,ÊyouÊcanÊstartÊbyÊcontacƟngÊyourÊlocalÊ
batÊgroupÊviaÊtheÊBatÊConservaƟonÊTrustÊ(BCT)ÊwebsiteÊatÊbats.org.uk 

YouÊmayÊalsoÊknowÊsomeoneÊinÊtheÊlocalÊcommunity,ÊanÊecologist,ÊorÊ
naturalist,ÊwhoÊwouldÊbeÊwillingÊtoÊhelp. 

For more information batsinchurches.org.uk 

WHAT SHOULD YOU RECORD? 
WHEN bats are using your church  

WHERE you see signs of bats in the church  
WHERE do they come in and out  
WHAT species of bats you have 

ANY damage they are causing in the church 
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SIGNS OF BATS INSIDE YOUR CHURCH 

DroppingsÊareÊusuallyÊaÊreliableÊsignÊofÊbats,ÊalthoughÊyouÊmayÊhaveÊ
batsÊandÊNEVERÊseeÊdroppingsÊorÊurine.ÊBatÊdroppingsÊareÊusuallyÊDRYÊ
andÊwillÊCRUMBLEÊifÊyouÊcrushÊthem.ÊTheyÊareÊoŌenÊslightlyÊGLITTERYÊ
andÊmayÊhaveÊpartsÊofÊinsectÊlegsÊorÊwingsÊinside.Ê 

BatÊurineÊisÊusuallyÊslightlyÊsƟcky,ÊinÊdisƟnctÊspotsÊratherÊthanÊdampÊ
patches,ÊandÊmayÊleaveÊaÊresidueÊonÊwoodÊandÊmetal. 

YouÊmayÊfindÊpilesÊofÊmoth,ÊbuƩerflyÊorÊinsectÊremainsÊwhichÊareÊaÊ
goodÊsignÊofÊfeedingÊbats. 

WHAT SPECIES DO YOU HAVE? 

IdenƟfyingÊbatÊspeciesÊtakesÊpracƟceÊandÊexperienceÊandÊyouÊmayÊneedÊ
helpÊfromÊanÊexpert.ÊBCTÊhasÊaÊnumberÊofÊguidesÊforÊidenƟfyingÊbatÊ
speciesÊbyÊsight/photographs,ÊbyÊtheirÊdroppings,ÊorÊbyÊusingÊaÊbatÊ
detectorÊtoÊidenƟfyÊtheirÊcalls.ÊTheÊmostÊcommonÊspeciesÊinÊchurchesÊ
areÊCommonÊPipistrelle,ÊSopranoÊPipistrelleÊandÊBrownÊLong-earedÊBats.Ê 

DON’T WORRY IF YOU CAN’T RECORD 
EVERYTHING IN THIS BOOKLET, JUST DO AS 
MUCH AS YOU FEEL YOU CAN. EVEN A FEW 
CASUAL RECORDS CAN STILL BE USEFUL! 



RECORDING DROPPINGS  

TheÊamountÊofÊdroppingsÊandÊtheÊdatesÊtheyÊappearÊcanÊhelpÊyouÊseeÊ
whenÊandÊhowÊbatsÊareÊusingÊyourÊchurch,ÊandÊmayÊhelpÊyouÊfindÊ
whereÊtheyÊroost,ÊorÊenterÊandÊexitÊtheÊchurch.ÊIt’sÊpossibleÊtoÊidenƟfyÊ
batÊspeciesÊfromÊdroppings,ÊbutÊtheÊamountÊofÊdroppingsÊisÊnotÊ
usuallyÊaÊgoodÊguideÊtoÊtheÊactualÊnumberÊofÊbatsÊinÊtheÊchurch. 

OnÊaÊsimpleÊplanÊofÊyourÊchurchÊRECORD: 

WHEREÊdroppingsÊ 
are.Ê 

HOWÊMANYÊ 
droppingsÊthereÊare. 

TheÊDATEÊyouÊrecordedÊ 
theÊdroppings. 

TheÊDATEÊtheÊCHURCHÊ 
WASÊLASTÊCLEANED. 

TAKEÊPHOTOGRAPHSÊ 
ofÊdroppings,ÊwithÊtheÊdateÊandÊlocaƟonÊofÊyourÊphotographs. 

YouÊcanÊdoÊthisÊregularlyÊ(e.g.ÊbeforeÊyouÊclean),ÊwhenÊyouÊnoƟceÊaÊ
changeÊinÊtheÊamountÊofÊdroppings,ÊorÊwheneverÊyouÊcan. 

RECORDING DAMAGE DUE TO BATS 

ItÊisÊaÊgoodÊideaÊtoÊkeepÊaÊrecordÊofÊanyÊdamageÊcausedÊbyÊbatsÊinÊ
yourÊchurch.ÊYouÊcanÊuseÊaÊnotebookÊorÊthereÊareÊrecordingÊsheetsÊinÊ
ourÊcleaningÊguidelines,ÊavailableÊonline.ÊThisÊwillÊhelpÊyouÊkeepÊtrackÊ
ofÊtheÊcondiƟonÊofÊanyÊitems,ÊandÊifÊtheyÊdeteriorateÊoverÊƟme. 

Scattered 
droppings 
in nave  

Scattered 
droppings 
in south 

aisle 

Date 25th June Church Cleaned 11th June 

Recorded by B Chandler 50+ droppings 
in chancel 

50+ droppings 
east end of 
south aisle 
see photos EAST 
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RECORDING ENTRY AND EXIT SITES 

RECORDÊanyÊƟmeÊyouÊseeÊaÊbatÊleavingÊorÊenteringÊtheÊchurch.ÊBatsÊ
mayÊappearÊfromÊeaves,ÊunderÊroofÊƟlesÊorÊthroughÊgapsÊinÊdoorsÊandÊ
windows. 

OnÊaÊplanÊofÊtheÊchurchÊRECORDÊanyÊpotenƟalÊbatÊentryÊorÊexitÊpointsÊ
andÊwhenÊanyÊnewÊonesÊappear,ÊforÊexample,ÊifÊaÊwindowÊpaneÊisÊ
broken.ÊItÊmayÊbeÊeasierÊtoÊgetÊpermissionÊtoÊrepairÊtheseÊifÊyouÊcanÊ
showÊtheseÊareÊrecentÊandÊnotÊhistoricalÊbatÊaccessÊpoints. 

 

USING A BAT DETECTOR 

BatsÊhuntÊandÊnavigateÊ
usingÊhighÊfrequencyÊcallsÊ
usuallyÊnotÊaudibleÊtoÊtheÊ
humanÊear.ÊTheseÊcallsÊcanÊ
beÊusedÊtoÊidenƟfyÊ
differentÊspecies,ÊsimilarÊtoÊ
birdÊsong,ÊbutÊitÊcanÊtakeÊ
someÊpracƟceÊasÊsomeÊofÊ
theÊcallsÊareÊveryÊsimilar.Ê 

AÊsimpleÊheterodyneÊbatÊdetectorÊthatÊconvertsÊbatÊcallsÊtoÊaÊ
frequencyÊyouÊcanÊhearÊshouldÊcostÊunderÊ£100.ÊBCTÊrunÊworkshopsÊ
onÊusingÊdetectorsÊandÊyourÊlocalÊbatÊgroupÊmayÊbeÊableÊtoÊhelpÊwithÊ
lendingÊyouÊequipment.Ê 

BatÊdetectorsÊcanÊhelpÊyouÊidenƟfyÊtheÊspeciesÊofÊbat,ÊandÊhowÊmuchÊ
acƟvityÊthereÊisÊinÊtheÊchurch,ÊbutÊareÊnotÊaÊreliableÊmethodÊofÊ
counƟngÊtheÊnumberÊofÊbatsÊinÊyourÊchurch. 

 

@batsinchurches BatsInChurchesProject 



CARRYING OUT A SIMPLE SURVEY 

YouÊcanÊcarryÊoutÊaÊsimpleÊsurveyÊoutsideÊyourÊchurch.ÊDAWNÊ
surveysÊcanÊhelpÊyouÊfindÊentryÊpointsÊasÊbatsÊswarmÊbeforeÊenteringÊ
theÊchurch,ÊDUSKÊsurveysÊmayÊbeÊmoreÊconvenient.ÊCommonÊorÊ
SopranoÊPipistrellesÊwillÊoŌenÊflyÊatÊdusk.ÊSomeÊspeciesÊwillÊonlyÊ
leaveÊinÊdarknessÊandÊwillÊneedÊtoÊbeÊsurveyedÊwithÊaÊbatÊdetectorÊorÊ
otherÊspecialistÊequipment. 

SurveyÊonÊaÊcalm,ÊdryÊnight,ÊtheÊbatsÊmayÊnotÊleaveÊtheÊchurchÊifÊit’sÊ
rainingÊorÊveryÊwindy.ÊTheÊbestÊƟmeÊtoÊsurveyÊmaternityÊroostsÊisÊinÊ
theÊsummer,ÊorÊwhenÊyouÊseeÊtheÊmostÊdroppingsÊinÊyourÊchurch. 

StartÊtheÊsurveyÊaroundÊanÊhourÊbeforeÊDUSKÊorÊDAWN. 

TryÊtoÊhaveÊenoughÊpeopleÊsoÊyouÊcanÊseeÊallÊsidesÊofÊtheÊchurch,ÊorÊ
surveyÊonÊmoreÊthanÊoneÊnightÊlookingÊatÊaÊdifferentÊangleÊeachÊƟme. 

YouÊcanÊuseÊaÊnotebookÊbutÊitÊmayÊhelpÊtoÊrecordÊyourÊsighƟngsÊonÊaÊ
simpleÊplanÊofÊyourÊchurchÊasÊshownÊbelow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 large bat from  
under chancel eaves 
9.45pm 

Date 25th June ‘22. Start 8.30pm End 10pm   
Recorded by B Chandler, Jenny, Corrine     Cloudy, dry, light breeze 

15 bats from under ridge 
tiles on nave 9.15-9.25pm 

10 bats from 
porch  
8.45-8.50 

EAST 
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RecordÊtheÊTIMEÊandÊDATEÊandÊtheÊWEATHERÊCONDITIONS. 

TryÊtoÊrecordÊtheÊnumberÊofÊbatsÊyouÊseeÊLEAVINGÊandÊENTERINGÊtheÊ
church,ÊtheÊTIMEÊyouÊsawÊeachÊbatÊorÊgroupÊofÊbats,ÊandÊtheÊ
DIRECTIONÊtheyÊflewÊin. 

THE NATIONAL BAT MONITORING PROGRAMME 

TheÊNaƟonalÊBatÊMonitoringÊProgrammeÊsurveysÊareÊrunÊbyÊBCTÊandÊ
canÊhelpÊyouÊcollectÊandÊstoreÊyourÊrecordsÊsafely.ÊYourÊrecordsÊcanÊ
alsoÊbeÊusedÊtoÊhelpÊbatÊconservaƟonÊnaƟonallyÊasÊwellÊasÊinÊyourÊ
church.Ê 

YouÊcanÊaddÊinformaƟonÊfromÊaÊroostÊcountÊorÊaÊsunsetÊsurvey.ÊBCTÊ
willÊsendÊyouÊfullÊinstrucƟonsÊandÊmayÊbeÊableÊtoÊloanÊyouÊequipmentÊ
asÊwell. 

YouÊcanÊfindÊmoreÊinformaƟon,Êregister,ÊandÊaddÊyourÊsurveyÊresultsÊ
onlineÊatÊbats.org.uk/our-work/naƟonal-bat-monitoring-programme 

BCTÊalsoÊrunÊtrainingÊsessionsÊbothÊonlineÊandÊinÊpersonÊtoÊhelpÊyouÊ
gainÊconfidenceÊinÊusingÊmanyÊofÊtheseÊdifferentÊsurveyÊtechniquesÊ
andÊonÊcompleƟngÊtheÊsurveys. 
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The Bats In Churches Project is a ground breaking, 
multi-organisation partnership supported by the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund.  
 

Between 2019 and 2023 the Bats In Churches 
Project worked with over 100 churches across 

England to trial new, practical, tailored solutions to 
reduce the impact of bats on churches and 

communities, while still preserving and protecting 
bat roosts. 

 

The project created a wide range of advice, 
guidelines, activities and other resources to help 

and support all  churches living with bats. 

You can find more details at 

batsinchurches.org.uk 

If you find a sick, injured or grounded bat in 
your church call the National Bat Helpline 

0345 1300 228  
bats.org.uk/advice/help-ive-found-a-bat 
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