
SchoolsÊcanÊbeÊaÊhighlyÊeffecƟveÊmeansÊofÊ
communityÊengagement,ÊasÊchildrenÊwillÊgoÊ
homeÊandÊshareÊtheirÊlearningsÊwithÊfamilyÊ
andÊfriends.ÊRecognisingÊthis,ÊtheÊBatsÊinÊ
ChurchesÊprojectÊdevisedÊaÊ2ÊhourÊ
programmeÊforÊprimaryÊschoolsÊnearÊtoÊ
projectÊchurches.ÊBetween September 
2019 and October 2023 this was delivered 
to 19 schools in 74 sessions, engaging 800 
children and 88 adults. 

CASE STUDIES: THE RISSINGTON 
SCHOOL, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
InÊSeptemberÊ2019,ÊtheÊfirstÊyearÊofÊtheÊ
BatsÊinÊChurchesÊproject,ÊweÊdeliveredÊaÊ
pilotÊofÊtheÊprogramme toÊY5/6ÊpupilsÊatÊ

TheÊRissingtonÊSchool,ÊtheÊnearestÊprimaryÊ
schoolÊtoÊourÊprojectÊchurchÊStÊPeter’sÊinÊ
LiƩleÊRissington.Ê 

TeacherÊfeedbackÊencouragedÊusÊtoÊrollÊoutÊ
theÊprogrammeÊtoÊotherÊprimaryÊschoolsÊ
nearÊourÊprojectÊchurches: 

“ExplainingÊandÊshowingÊtheÊchildrenÊhowÊ
thisÊissueÊisÊaÊlocalÊoneÊandÊhowÊtheyÊcanÊ
helpÊreallyÊmoƟvatedÊthemÊtoÊthinkÊaboutÊ
howÊweÊcanÊhelpÊmakeÊsureÊbatsÊareÊ
lookedÊaŌerÊwithoutÊdamagingÊourÊlocalÊ
churches.” 

FollowingÊtheÊvisitÊtheÊschoolÊputÊbatsÊonÊ
itsÊY5/6Êcurriculum. 
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TheÊschoolÊvisitedÊStÊPeter’sÊchurchÊinÊ
OctoberÊ2021ÊandÊagainÊinÊOctoberÊ2023,Ê
givingÊtheÊchildrenÊaÊchanceÊtoÊlearnÊmoreÊ
aboutÊtheirÊlocalÊchurchÊandÊtoÊlookÊforÊrealÊ
evidenceÊofÊbatsÊinÊtheÊchurch. 

UBLEY CofE SCHOOL, BRISTOL 
InÊJuneÊ2021ÊweÊdeliveredÊtheÊprogrammeÊ
toÊchildrenÊfromÊUbleyÊCofEÊPrimaryÊSchoolÊ
atÊStÊMichaelÊtheÊArchangel,ÊComptonÊ
MarƟn,ÊSomerset.ÊWhenÊtheÊchildrenÊwentÊ
backÊtoÊschoolÊandÊhomeÊtheyÊtalkedÊaboutÊ
theÊchurchÊandÊitsÊbatsÊtoÊtheirÊfriendsÊandÊ
family.ÊParentsÊreportedÊthatÊtheyÊhadÊnotÊ
beenÊawareÊofÊbatsÊinÊtheÊchurchÊunƟlÊtheirÊ
childrenÊtoldÊthemÊaboutÊtheÊvisit. 

TheÊschoolÊvisitÊinspiredÊStÊMichael’sÊtoÊ
organiseÊaÊbaƩyÊcommunityÊengagementÊ
eventÊinÊSeptemberÊ2021.ÊThisÊwentÊsoÊwellÊ
that,ÊinÊ2022,ÊitÊhostedÊroostÊcountsÊandÊ
batÊwalks,ÊwithÊtheÊsupportÊofÊtheÊlocalÊbatÊ
group,ÊandÊworkedÊwithÊarƟst/
photographerÊIleneÊSternsÊtoÊhelpÊcreateÊ
theÊBatsÊinÊChurchesÊmulƟ-mediaÊartÊ
installaƟonÊOn A Wing And A Prayer. 

SchoolsÊinvolvedÊwithÊtheÊprogrammeÊ
receivedÊaÊcopyÊofÊThe LiƩle Church Bat forÊ
theÊschoolÊlibrary. 

TheÊschoolÊprogrammeÊledÊtoÊourÊ
Challenge Badge whichÊcanÊbeÊ
downloadedÊfromÊourÊwebsite. 
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